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VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

282. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented investment in the state’s volunteer marine rescue 
services. Can the minister outline to the house what this means for these organisations, including those in my 
community, and how this compares with the approach taken by the previous Liberal–National government? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for his very good question. It is a very important question for the member for 
Pilbara because he has three volunteer marine rescue brigades in his electorate. This is an important response for 
the member. The metropolitan volunteer marine brigades agreed to come into the overall funding regime of the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services in 2009. I think many members in this house would remember that 
issue. Since that time and over the period of office held by the Liberal–National government until March last year, 
virtually nothing was done to support those brigades. The funding made available for their key pieces of 
infrastructure, their operational requirements, their small assets and their radios simply was not available for them. 
It was absolutely disgraceful. It was an issue that was raised with me by all volunteer marine rescue brigades across 
Western Australia when I visited and talked to them. They told me that there was no funding available for them to 
carry out their duties and upgrade their key equipment. These are the people who put their lives at risk. They put 
their lives on the line for others who are in peril at sea. I will give members an example. In the Bunbury and Return 
Ocean Race earlier this year, the brigades of Mandurah, Bunbury and Rockingham went out in atrocious conditions 
to rescue sailors from a yacht that had lost its keel and tipped over, which resulted in the loss of two lives. These 
are the people who have to pick bodies out of the water. These people put their lives at risk and do the dirty work 
on behalf of the rest of society by keeping people safe at sea, yet that was the way they were treated by the former 
government. I am pleased to announce, however, that as a result of this year’s emergency services levy funding, 
we will grow the volunteer marine rescue service funding significantly. From 1 July this year, $3 million worth of 
funding will be made available to brigades across Western Australia, and that will grow to $4.5 million in the 
following year and more than $6 million in the out years. That is proper funding for the people who put their lives 
at risk to keep people safe at sea. Who will benefit from this? Those who will benefit are members in this house 
whose electorates have volunteer marine sea rescue brigades. Obviously, as I have just indicated, the member for 
Pilbara will benefit, as will the member for Kimberley and you, Mr Speaker, as the member for Albany. The 
member for Roe has a significant number of brigades in his electorate. Other members include the members for 
Rockingham, Kwinana, Butler, Fremantle, Joondalup, Vasse and Geraldton. The member for Warren–Blackwood 
has a significant number — 
Mr V.A. Catania: I have got the biggest coastline! 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, and the member for North West Central. 
Further to this announcement, I also indicate that as part of the funding, and along with the assets that will be 
provided to those brigades, two regionally based support roles will be created—one in Geraldton and one in 
Karratha—to provide the brigades with both training and administrative assistance so that the volunteers can get 
on and do the job of saving the lives of those people in peril at sea. 
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